Are my students prepared for the questions they will see on the NYS ELA Exam?

5-8 ELA
November 2014

South Lewis CSD

The following pages contain all of the question stems that have been used on the Common Core Sample Tests and on the Actual State Exams in 2013 and 2014.
-ensure you ask your students questions like these all year long

-they are organized by the standard the questions assess

-look to the grade level below or above yours to see what students have seen previously and will see after you
-share these questions with SS, Sci, Technical Subjects, etc. so they can ask questions like this in their courses
Standard 1 Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
Informational Text

5th Grade

-Read these sentences from paragraphs 2 and 11. “You have to be an outstanding rider for BMX racing. If you want to race, a good rule is to buy the best bike you can afford.” What can the reader conclude from these sentences?
-The statement that “NASA also works with others that need to use wind tunnels” most strongly suggests that
-Which sentence from the passage best explains how a wind tunnel works?
6th Grade

-What is the author’s central claim about the windblown dust moving from continent to continent? Use two details from the article to support your response.

-Which phrase best explains why people first created carousels?

-What made more elaborate carousels possible?

-Why do loggerhead hatchlings have to learn differently from the way many other animals learn?

-According to the article, how might humans threaten loggerhead turtles’ survival in the wild?
7th Grade

-Which statement is not supported by the information in the article?
-The article suggests all of the following strategies for preventing identity theft except
-Which sentences from the article best explain why Tibet is called “the roof of the world”?
-Which sentence from the article best supports the conclusion that traditional nomadic customs can be as good as modern conveniences?
-Based on the information in lines 6 through 13, which statement is the most likely conclusion?
-Explain which part of the journey to the Klondyke the authors of both articles would most likely agree was the most dangerous to make. Use one detail from each article to support your answer.
8th Grade
-Explain how crows and ravens use their intelligence to help them find, capture, and eat food in the article “Brain Birds: Amazing Crows and Ravens.” Use two details from the article to support your answer.
-According to information in “The Summer of 2012—Too Hot to Handle?” what is the effect of increased emissions? Use two details from the article to CO2 support your response.
-Read these sentences from lines 71 and 77 of the passage: The interview forms that follow should be studied carefully to clarify in your mind the various things we are interested to know… Never fill out these forms in the presence of the performer. Why does the author make this recommendation?

Literature

5th Grade

-Which words from the story best show Grandma Talley’s sense of humor?
-What does the narrator’s description in paragraph 18 most likely suggest about Anna?

-What makes Gustahote lonely while he’s an Earth creature? Use two details or examples from the passage to support why Gustahote is lonely.

-Explain why the young fireflies complain about the older fireflies. Use two details from the passage to support your answer.
-In the beginning of each passage, both Gustahote and the Fireflies believe something about themselves that is not true. Write a response comparing and contrasting what the characters believe at the beginning of the passages. Explain when the lessons are learned and how the characters have changed. Use details from both passages to support your answer.

In your response, be sure to

• compare and contrast what the characters believe at the beginning of passages

• explain when the lessons are learned

• describe how the characters change

• use details from both passages to support your answer
-In the passage, how does Squire Gordon treat Black Beauty? Use two details from the text to support your answer.

6th Grade

-How does Demosthenes overcome obstacles to reach his goal? Use two details from the passage to support your response.

-According to lines 1through 9, what was one problem with Troy’s defense against the Greeks?

-How does Laocoön’s opinion differ from those of other Trojans?

-How does the author build suspense throughout the story? Why are lines 62 through 71 important in building suspense? Use details from the story to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

• explain how the author builds suspense throughout the story

• explain the importance of lines 62 through 71 in building suspense

• use details from the story to support your response

-What is Amy trying to prove? Use two details from the story to support your response.

-Why must the crew of the Endurance work through the night? Use two details from the story to support your response.

-In line 7, why don’t the ponies “understand the grass”?
7th Grade

-The young man’s companion does all of the following things to make the young man feel more comfortable except
-Why does the young man become interested in the book by Swinburne?
-The description of the young man’s walk serves to illustrate his
-How does the music change the way the boy feels? Use two details from the passage to support your answer.
-Describe how the main character of “The Quest of the Silver Fleece” and the speaker of “Home” feel initially and how each one’s feelings change over time. In your response, be sure to do the following: describe how the character in “The Quest of the Silver Fleece” feels at the beginning of his journey and how his feelings change describe how the speaker in “Home” feels upon returning home and how the speaker’s feelings change describe similarities and/or differences in the change of feelings experienced in both passages use details from both passages in your response

-Why does wordless communication work in baseball but not in Molly’s home?
-Which statement best shows a main concern of Molly’s?
-Which sentence from the passage best shows how powerful the meteorite was?
-Which lines from the passage best support the idea that David thinks like a scientist?
-Read the last sentence of the passage. “He hoped that the meteorite would stay at the bottom of the Thinking Pond forever, in a place where the earth, the water, and a piece of the sky all touched each other.” Which sentence from the passage best matches this characterization of David?

8th Grade

-Which sentence from the passage best supports the conclusion that Jason is fascinated by the story of the discovery?
-Read the excerpt from lines 63 through 65 of the passage. “A nation unrecovered from the panic of ’93 and four years of depression now casts its hopeful eyes upon Alaska. Today’s events, in a lightning stroke, point north from Seattle toward that vast and ultimate frontier whose riches have only begun to be plumbed.”
What do these sentences mainly suggest?
-Read lines 2 and 3 from the story. “I had the feeling that a bright neon sign on my forehead was flashing the message “New Employee.” These words best demonstrate the narrator’s feelings of
-Read lines 66 and 67 from the story. “I could almost see drops of irritation flying off him. (Did he want me to clean those up, too?)” These lines reveal the narrator’s
-What character traits of the grandfather are revealed through his use of the hammer? Use two details from the passage to support your response.
Standard 2 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
Informational Text

5th Grade

-According to the author, what is the value of being a smart risk-taker? Use two details from the article to support your answer.
-In “The Young Man and the Sea,” what lesson can be learned from the author’s trip around the world? Use two details from the article to support your response.
-Which of the following best summarizes the main idea of the passage?
-Which key detail helps the reader understand the importance of using wind tunnels?
-Chávez’s childhood was one of
-According to the passage, Chávez encouraged farmers to solve their problems through all of the following except
-According to the passage, how were the farmers not treated with respect?

6th Grade

-Which statement best reflects the central idea of the article?

-Which sentence would be most important to include in a summary of the article?

-Which detail is most helpful for understanding the central idea of the article?

-Which statement from the article best represents a central idea?
7th Grade

-Which statement best expresses the author’s view of identity theft?
-Which of these is the best summary of this article?
-Which sentence best states the main idea of the text box about Edmond Halley?
-What is a central idea in “Excerpt from The Many Rides of Paul Revere: The Boston Tea Party”? Use two details from the article to support your response.
8th Grade

-Read this sentence from lines 39 through 41 of the article. “Using apples and melons as bait, members of the Bigfoot Field Researchers Organization claim to have captured the first partial body cast of a Washington State Sasquatch.” The authors’ use of the phrase “claim to have captured” reveals a central idea of the article by suggesting that
-The authors develop the central idea in the article by
-The passage suggests all of the following strategies for making the musicians comfortable except
-Read the following sentences from lines 37 through 39 of the passage: Everything had a name, and each name gave birth to a new thought. As we returned to the house every object which I touched seemed to quiver with life. How do these sentences reflect the author’s changing relationship with language? Use two details from the passage to support your answer.
-In “The Story of My Life,” how does the author’s attitude toward the doll symbolize her changing attitude toward learning words? Use two details from the passage to support your answer.
-“The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave” share many ideas about the human condition/character. What is a major central idea that is shared by both passages? Explain the importance of the shared central idea for each narrator. Discuss similarities and differences in the role of the shared central idea for each narrator. Use details from both passages to support your response. In your response, be sure to:  identify a central idea shared by both passages, “The Story of My Life” and “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave”  explain the importance of the central idea to each narrator  explain the similarities and differences in the importance of the central idea for each narrator  use details from both passages to support your response

Literature
5th Grade

-Which paragraph best expresses a theme of the story?
-Which word best describes how Supphatra is feeling in paragraph 12?
-Which sentence best supports the theme of the story?
-What makes Gustahote lonely while he’s an Earth creature? Use two details or examples from the passage to support why Gustahote is lonely.

-Explain why the young fireflies complain about the older fireflies. Use two details from the passage to support your answer.
-In the beginning of each passage, both Gustahote and the Fireflies believe something about themselves that is not true. Write a response comparing and contrasting what the characters believe at the beginning of the passages. Explain when the lessons are learned and how the characters have changed. Use details from both passages to support your answer.

In your response, be sure to

• compare and contrast what the characters believe at the beginning of passages

• explain when the lessons are learned

• describe how the characters change

• use details from both passages to support your answer
-How does Black Beauty feel about being broken by his master? Use two details from the text to support your answer.

6th Grade

-What is Amy trying to prove? Use two details from the story to support your response.

-Compare the theme of “Shackleton’s Stowaway” to the theme of “Excerpt from In Caverns of Blue Ice.” How do the settings affect the way the authors develop each theme? Use details from both stories to support your response.
In your response, be sure to

• compare the theme of “Shackleton’s Stowaway” to the theme of “Excerpt from In Caverns of Blue Ice”

• explain how the settings affect the way the authors develop each theme

• use details from both stories to support your response

-What is a central idea of lines 1 through 27 of “Shackleton’s Stowaway”? Use two details from the story to support your response.

-What is the central theme of the poem?

-Why are the ponies scared in line 3?
7th Grade

-Which lines from the passage best support the story’s central theme?
-Which important idea does the author develop by repeating the line, “A touch of the forearm

meant steal” (lines 21 and 22 and lines 26 and 27)?
-What does the meteorite event mainly represent to David?

8th Grade

-Which detail would be most important to include in a summary of the passage?
-Which excerpt confirms the theme of Cassie as a reluctant hero?
-Which incident most helps develop the theme that even a frightened person can be brave when necessary?
-The author mainly increases tension in the passage by
-Identify a theme shared by “The Inheritance of Tools” and “Margaret’s Story.” Explain how each passage develops this theme. Use details from both passages to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

• identify a theme shared by both passages

• explain how each passage develops this theme

• use details from both passages to support your response
-Which statement best summarizes the central idea of the passage?
Standard 3 Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Informational Text

5th Grade

-Which of these is more important to BMX racing than to freestyle BMX?
-Based on the information in the passage, how would freestyle BMX best prepare a rider for BMX racing?
-How did the author’s reasons for making the voyage change over the course of his adventure? Use two details from the article to support your response.
-The most important feature of a wind tunnel used to test vehicles that can land on Mars is the ability to test how
-How did Fred Ross change Chávez’s life?

6th Grade

-How does the author show that the Ross Ice Shelf is dangerous?

-What does the history of the word “carousel” reveal about the modern-day carousel?

-Scientists conducted experiments to track the movements of baby turtles because they

-How does the information in lines 1 through 6 relate to the information in lines 7 through 15? Use two details from the article to support your response.
7th Grade

-Why did the author and his friends choose to travel with Dudjom Dorjee?
-Why does the author include the story about his trouble setting up a tent?
-According to the article, what is one difference between asteroids and comets?
8th Grade

-In “Brain Birds” and “A Soft Spot for Crows,” are the authors’ attitudes toward crows and ravens positive or negative? How do the authors convey their views? Use examples from both articles to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

• identify the authors’ attitudes toward crows and ravens

• explain how each author supports his views

• use examples from both articles to support your response

Literature

5th Grade

-Based on paragraphs 12 through 19, which sentence best explains the difference in the characters’ reactions to the objects in the trunk?
-Which detail best shows what Grandma Talley thinks about change?
-What makes Gustahote lonely while he’s an Earth creature? Use two details or examples from the passage to support why Gustahote is lonely.

-Explain why the young fireflies complain about the older fireflies. Use two details from the passage to support your answer.
-An important contrast in the story is between
6th Grade

-How does Demosthenes’ experience observing a trial at age 16 affect his life choices, as described in the passage? Use two details from the passage to support your response.

-How did Sinon’s speech influence the Trojans?

-How does the author build suspense throughout the story? Why are lines 62 through 71

important in building suspense? Use details from the story to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

• explain how the author builds suspense throughout the story

• explain the importance of lines 62 through 71 in building suspense

• use details from the story to support your response

-What is Amy trying to prove? Use two details from the story to support your response.
7th Grade

-What do lines 55 through 62 reveal about the young man?
-How does the author use sound to establish the mood of the story? Use two details from the passage to support your answer.
-How does the speaker’s changing perception of the setting affect the way the speaker feels over the course of the poem? Use two details from the poem to support your answer.
-Morales’s coaching style affects Molly by

8th Grade

-As mentioned in line 16, Jason wants to shout “Seattle is where I’m from” to show that
-Read the sentence from lines 23 and 24. “I leaned out and hooked the gate closed behind us, something Rowdy and I had been working on.” What does this sentence reveal about Cassie?
-Read lines 20 through 22 from the story. “Grabbing a bus tub and rag, I followed Aaron out to table twenty-two. As we made our way through the restaurant, Aaron said something about rags, but I didn’t hear over the din of seventeen other conversations going on around us.” Which statement best explains how these lines affect the plot of the story?
-Lines 84 through 87 reveal
-Closely read this line spoken by Mr. Laurence from lines 22 and 23 of the passage: They needn’t see or speak to anyone, but run in at any time. Why does Mr. Laurence say this to the girls?
Standard 4 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.
Informational Text

5th Grade

-The word “collide” comes from a Latin word meaning “strike together.” Based on this information, what is the meaning of “collide” in paragraph 2?
-As they are used in paragraph 10, what do the words “trick out” mean?

6th Grade

-Scientists call the lionfish an “alien invader” (line 6) because lionfish

-In lines 38 and 39, the author states, “Anna Green Winslow got an education, all right—just not the one her father intended.” Explain what the author means by this statement. Use two details from the article to support your response.

-Based on the entire article, the word “lavishly” in line 31 shows that the carousels were
7th Grade

-Read this sentence from the article: Practice some routine higher--‐tech defensive plays, too: protect your computer by installing and turning on an up--‐to--‐date firewall along with anti--‐spyware and anti--‐virus software. The word “plays” in this sentence most closely means
-What does the author mean by describing yaks as “true all-terrain travelers”?
-What is the impact of the phrase “planetary leftovers” in lines 29 and 30?
8th Grade

-What does the phrase “elaborate hoax” mean as it is used in line 22?
-As used in the passage, the word “collaborators” (line 65) is closest in meaning to

Literature

5th Grade

-In paragraph 19, what does the narrator mean when she says, “her laughter floated through the house sweet as the taste of jellybeans”?
-Read Grandma Talley’s words from paragraph 26 of the story. “Remember, Kincaid, we take our loved ones in our hearts wherever we go. I won’t be more than a heartbeat away.” When Grandma Talley says she “won’t be more than a heartbeat away,” she means she won’t seem far because
-In paragraph 7, what does the author’s use of the phrase “picked up the pace and flashed me a

playful smile” indicate?
-Read this sentence from paragraph 15 of the story. “Timidly, I scooped a little onto my plate, followed by some curried meats and vegetables.” What does the word “timidly” suggest?
-When the grandfather says in paragraph 6 that Heidi is “not wanting in intelligence,” he means that she

6th Grade

-As used in line 35 of the passage, the word dispute most closely means

-In line 1, what does the simile “like the ghosts of horses” suggest?

-In line 28, what is the “happy thunder”?
7th Grade

-What does the author mean by the phrase “a piece of the sky” in lines 68 and 69?
-Read this sentence from lines 30 and 31 of the passage. “A rush of air and hot steam billowed through the trees, and he covered his head as it washed over him.” What do the words “billowed” and “washed” suggest about the steam?

8th Grade

-Read the sentence from line 12 of the passage. “People were running toward him like iron filings to a magnet.” The author uses this simile to emphasize that the people
-What does the simile in line 17 help the reader understand about the setting of the passage?
-In lines 39 and 40, what mood is created by the use of words and phrases such as “screech,” “snapped,” “rearing up,” and “high alarm”?
-Read this sentence from line 26 of the story. “Sure, the table was clean; it was the lake beneath that was the problem.” The author refers to the puddle as a lake to
-What does the phrase “private university” (line 55) reveal about the narrator and her father? Use two details from the passage to support your response.
-Closely read this sentence from lines 12 of the passage: But Beth, though yearning for the grand piano, could not pluck up courage to go to the ‘Mansion of Bliss,’ as Meg called it. In this sentence, “yearning” most clearly means

Standard 5 Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
Informational Text

6th Grade

-Why does the author include lines 12 through 16 (“A year later…as far north as Long Island, New York!”) in the article?

-Why does the author choose to end the passage with “And that will be the sweetest cherry of all”? Use two details from the passage to support your response.

-Why are lines 9 through 14 important to the article?

-How do the details about the Great Depression in lines 40 through 43 contribute to the development of the article?

-Why are lines 9 through 13 important to the article?
7th Grade

-How does the information in lines 9 through 17 help to develop the article?
-How is the article mainly structured?
-The purpose of the article’s structure is to
-How do lines 1 through 12 of “Bringing Solar Power to Indian Country” contribute to the understanding of the rest of the article? Use two details from the article to support your response.
-How do lines 34 through 39 of “Excerpt from The Many Rides of Paul Revere: The Boston Tea Party” relate to the rest of the article? Use two details from the article to support your response.
-Explain why the author of the article “Race to the Klondike” included the section entitled “A HEAVY LOAD.” Use two details from the article to support your answer.
8th Grade

-How do lines 1 through 3 help to develop a key concept of the article? How do lines 1 through 3 help to develop a key concept of the article?
-Read the following paragraph from lines 23–28 of the text: Local pride in the preservation of cultural things that belong to the old days should be stimulated wherever possible, particularly in the minority groups. Remember that the Anglo--‐Saxon music that we are inclined to think of as the only ‘American’ kind is a relatively recent importation on this continent, exactly as the Hungarian, Finnish, and Armenian folk musics are. The Portuguese and the Spanish have been in California three times as long as the “Americans.” Why does the author write that the Portuguese and the Spanish have been in California longer than the “Americans?”

Literature

5th Grade

-How does paragraph 14 fit into the structure of the story?
-Why does the author most likely include both paragraphs 16 and 17?
-How does paragraph 1 prepare the reader for the rest of the story? Use two details from the story to support your response.
-How does the final paragraph contribute to the reader’s understanding of the story?

6th Grade

-Read the following sentence from lines 7 and 8 of the passage: … but it seemed impossible to leave the island, since every ship that came or went was well guarded by order of the king. How does this sentence contribute to the development of the plot of the passage? Use two details from the passage to support your answer.

-How does the author build suspense throughout the story? Why are lines 62 through 71 important in building suspense? Use details from the story to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

• explain how the author builds suspense throughout the story

• explain the importance of lines 62 through 71 in building suspense

• use details from the story to support your response

-In “Excerpt from In Caverns of Blue Ice, ” how do lines 8 through 15 change the mood of the story? Use two details from the story to support your response.

-What is the importance of lines 19 through 24?
7th Grade

-What effect does the author achieve by including the imagined scene in lines 29 through 36?
-What is the effect of lines 33 through 35 on the mood of the story? Use two details from the story to support your response.
-Why does the author of “Excerpt from Mr. Revere and I” develop parts of the story around meals? Use two details from the story to support your response.
Standard 6 Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Informational Text

6th Grade

-What is the author’s main purpose for including Dr. Lohmann’s work in the article?

-Which statement best expresses the author’s point of view in the article?
8th Grade
-Why does the author of “The Summer of 2012—Too Hot to Handle?” include information from both Bill Patzert and John Christy? Use two details from the article to support your response.
-This text was written to instruct
Literature

5th Grade

-How does the narrator’s point of view contribute to the mood of the story? Use two details from the story to support your response.
-The narrator of the story helps the reader understand the grandfather by
-Both stories are told from the perspective of an animal. How does this perspective affect how the stories are told? Compare and contrast how Black Beauty and the robin view their surroundings. Using details from both passages, describe how the animals’ perspectives influence how events are described. In your response, be sure to: describe the perspective of Black Beauty from “Black Beauty” describe the perspective of the robin from “The Secret Garden” explain how each author uses these perspectives to help the reader understand the events as they unfold use details from both stories
6th Grade

-Which line or lines illustrate knowledge the narrator has that the characters in the story do not?
7th Grade

-Why does the young man become interested in the book by Swinburne?
-The story “Excerpt from Mr. Revere and I” and the article “Excerpt from The Many Rides of Paul Revere: The Boston Tea Party” are written from different points of view. How do the different points of view affect the understanding of the events surrounding the Boston Tea Party? Use details from both passages to support your response.
In your response, be sure to

• explain the point of view presented in “Excerpt from Mr. Revere and I”

• explain the point of view presented in “Excerpt from The Many Rides of Paul Revere: The Boston Tea Party”
• explain how the different points of view affect the understanding of the events surrounding the Boston Tea Party

• use details from both passages to support your response
-How is David’s view of himself different from his mother’s view of him?

8th Grade

-Why does the author alternate between sharing information from the newspaper and showing Jason’s response?
-Fran’s behavior toward Cassie adds suspense to the passage by
-Read this sentence from lines 73 and 74 of the story. “The man, his eyes almost laughing behind his bifocals, stated that he didn’t mind the wait.” These lines most impact the narrator’s point of view by
-What effect does the author create through the description of the bookstore? Use two details from the passage to support your response.
-Closely read this sentence from lines 7 and 8 of the passage: No persuasions or enticements could overcome her fear, till, the fact coming to Mr. Laurence’s ear in some mysterious way, he set about mending matters. What effect does this sentence provide the reader as the story develops?

Standard 7 Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
Informational Text

5th Grade

-Which paragraph does the photograph of the racers best help the reader understand?
Standard 8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
Informational Text

5th Grade

-The information in paragraphs 7 and 8 best supports the idea that manufacturers develop
-Which sentence from the passage best explains why NASA uses wind tunnels to test spacecraft models?

6th Grade

-Read this sentence from lines 12 and 13. “When completed, the traverse will be a 1,600-kilometer (1,000-mile) path of groomed snow and ice, marked by green flags.” Which claim from the article is best supported by this sentence?
7th Grade

-The information in the text box on Edmond Halley offers support for which claim made by the author?
-Read this sentence from the text box on comets. “Ancient people believed the unannounced visitors were warnings of something unusual and terrible—war, flood, death, sickness, or earthquake.” Which section of the article supports this claim?
-How does the author of “Bringing Solar Power to Indian Country” support the claim, “with solar energy, we can be independent” (line 74)? Use two details from the article to support your response.

8th Grade

-According to the author of “A Soft Spot for Crows,” the fact that crows live in cities or towns is an example of their intelligence. Explain the author’s reasoning and tell whether or not it is sound. Use two details from the article to support your answer.
-Which detail from the article best supports the claim that Bigfoot exists?

Standard 9 Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.
Informational Text

5th Grade

-How does Zac Sunderland from “The Young Man and the Sea” demonstrate the ideas described in “How to be a Smart Risk-Taker”? Use details from both articles to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

• explain how Zac Sunderland from “The Young Man and the Sea” demonstrates the ideas described in “How to be a Smart Risk-Taker”

• use details from both articles to support your response
7th Grade

-Both articles, “Race to the Klondike” and “All About the Klondyke Gold Mines,” discuss the challenges faced during the Gold Rush. Compare the challenges portrayed in both articles. What were the causes of the challenges? What resulted from these challenges? Use details from both articles to support your answer.

In your response, be sure to

• discuss the challenges faced during the Gold Rush as portrayed in both articles

• explain the causes of these challenges

• explain the results of these challenges

• use details from both articles to support your answer
Literature

5th Grade

-In the beginning of each passage, both Gustahote and the Fireflies believe something about themselves that is not true. Write a response comparing and contrasting what the characters believe at the beginning of the passages. Explain when the lessons are learned and how the characters have changed. Use details from both passages to support your answer.

In your response, be sure to

• compare and contrast what the characters believe at the beginning of passages

• explain when the lessons are learned

• describe how the characters change

• use details from both passages to support your answer

6th Grade

-In both the Demosthenes biography and the Icarus and Daedalus myth, the main characters exhibit determination in pursuit of their goals. Did determination help both main characters reach their goals, or did it lead them to tragedy? Explain whether determination helped or hurt the two main characters. In your response, be sure to do the following:   describe how determination affected the outcome in Demosthenes  describe how determination affected the Outcome in Icarus and Daedalus  explain whether determination helped or hurt the two main characters  use details from both passages in your response
7th Grade

-The story “Excerpt from Mr. Revere and I” and the article “Excerpt from The Many Rides of Paul Revere: The Boston Tea Party” are written from different points of view. How do the different points of view affect the understanding of the events surrounding the Boston Tea Party? Use details from both passages to support your response.
In your response, be sure to

• explain the point of view presented in “Excerpt from Mr. Revere and I”

• explain the point of view presented in “Excerpt from The Many Rides of Paul Revere: The Boston Tea Party”
• explain how the different points of view affect the understanding of the events surrounding the Boston Tea Party

• use details from both passages to support your response
Language Standard 4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate.
5th Grade

Which information helps the reader understand the meaning of “cherish” in paragraph 6?
-When the grandfather says in paragraph 6 that Heidi is “not wanting in intelligence,” he means that she
6th Grade

-In line 53, the word “inched” means the builders of the highway

-Which word is closest in meaning to “expedition” (line 19)?
8th Grade
-Based on the entire passage, what is the meaning of the word “momentous” in line 18?
-Read this sentence from lines 55 through 57. “While not definitively proving the existence of a species of North American ape,” Dr. Meldrum said in the release, “the cast constitutes significant and compelling new evidence that will hopefully stimulate further serious research and investigation.” Which of these is closest to the meaning of “stimulate” as used in this sentence?
-Read lines 93 through 95 of the story. In the context of this paragraph, which phrase is closest in meaning to “worm”?

